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Offensive Remarks
About Commmuty
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Satnamis hold key in
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While Gury Baldes, who do-
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af Satnampanth, is with the Con-
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sect ks too closely connected with
Comgrass Lo Snap e,

The Svinsmn| W sl

Congress wary of Jo

Nitin Sethi | s

Fndpuor: Ajit Jogi's ambition could
mnke hiime But, it ool hust as seoell
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: Courted in equal meas-
ure by both Congress and BJE the
Satnamis, a 36-lakh-strong antl-Brah-
manical order going back to the ear-
Iy 19th century, hold the key to the
second phase of the Chhattisgarh
alection to be held on November 20.

But the competitive allurement
affered by the two big parties has
turned the Satnampanth, 2 known
votary of Congress— Ajit Jogito be
precise — into a divided house.

Asis the story of all sects, the di-
vislon in the Satnampanth has re-
sulted in both Congress and BJP
claiming that each has the support
of the real sect leader

While Guru Baldas, who de-
scended from Ghasidas, initiator
of Sathampanth, is with the Con-
gress, what has angered him is that
the son of his adversary Vijay Gur
has got the Congress ticket. Vijay
Guru himself is with the BJE. On
record, both parties have flelded 10
Satnami candidates each.

Tnitially, Baldas is not fortheom-
ing about the Satnamis’ support to

Jogl. He maintains that Satnamis

VOTE-BANK: The Satnamis

are “neutral” in this election.

A strong reason for Baladas’
neutral stance is Jogli's failure to
get a Congress ticket for his son.
What has added to his misery is
that BJP has given the ticket to Vi-
Jay Guru's son, It is only after much
prodding that Baldas admits the
sect 18 too closely connected with
Congress to snap ties.

The Sainami Mahasabha was sel

up in the early 1920s by Congress
and the Satnampanth was set up to
carry out further reforms in the
gect, Much later, Satnami leaders
Naidass and Anjordass participat-
ed in the 1925 Kanpur session of the
Congress where an encounter with

™  Raba Ramchandra, leader of radi-

cal peasant movement in Awadh,
restlted in the creation of Gurn
Ghasidas Kl Vanshavall, the only
written text of the sect, otherwise
dominated by mythic tales.
Another Interssting facet to Sat-
nami influence is the attempt by Con-
gress to use them in negating the

"8 positivefeedback that BIP is getting

due to the success of Rs 3/kg rice.
Raldas says: "Giving rice at cheap
price is not hitting at the bottom of
the of poverty What is need-
ed Is educalion and employment
rather than subsidy" In his speech-
as, he has been consistently criti-
clzing the rice scheme.

On the sidelines is BSE, waiting
for its own share of the Satnam-
panth cake. Since Chamars form
the core of Satmampanth, BSP has
heen working on them for long but
with little success.




Congress wary of Jogi tactics
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Ralpur: Ajit Jogi’s ambition could
maknhﬁn.ﬂut,itwmﬂfuatuwaﬂ
undo him in Chhattisgarh. There
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the shrewd tactictan would
Jet his chief minlsterial aspiration
overcome his instinct to ruin the
prospects of his detractors within
ﬂ:epartsrﬂurﬂ:aﬂmia&nnanm
of assembly alections.

With the violence-marred flrst
phuﬂnlntﬁﬁtﬂbﬂﬁmﬂmtedanﬂh-
ern constituencies over, the ‘Satna-
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use of Gury Ghasidas’ disciples
muldwwbamma ono critical ele-
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hind him.

, anelaction back
that couldr o the wire, state
Congress leaders have become wary
nf;%-mlﬂlf-f 2008 where
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an t Jogl was accused
ﬁfhmus undarcu;tmnﬂidutmur
other factions within his party set-
ting up the drubbing 1t faced at the
polls, A repeat could imply the Jogl
factlon ruining chances ol at least
four to five candidates in the fray, in-
cluding state Congress chief Dha-
nendra Sahoo contesting from Ab-
hanpur seat falling within Raipur.
Jogi, who belongs to the Ent
nampanth, was ‘hestowed’ with
ﬂf his commun

since he was a Satnami, he could not
call himself a tribal.

‘Thisfirmly pitched asubstantial
tage of the SC communityin

| thestats behind him, which hecould |
now use against his opponents

in e
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had made among the Satnamls
around the last assembly elections,

observers fisel, mdmwhmﬂm-

state government arvested Itu leader
Mahattlanwruﬂtabuamkm
matial in leading to state
wide agitatlon, which could only

. | strengthen Jogi's hand this time
around. Hecould irifluence the com-
munity to smash prospects on either |

side of the fence.
With BSP remaining the only un-
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vote breaks, leaders on either side

have rivetted their eyes on Jogi to.
see how he mobilizes his forces to |
mar the chances of his opponents
within Congress. “Jogi made tha

game mistake last time, he believed
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it harped toostrongly on the fact that




